





An Online Interview with

Dana Cherry

by Nancy Fickbohm

Dana Cherry is an energetic and enthu-
siastic member of the SingersMarin
family. Through this interview, | hope
we will all come to appreciate how
much she has done and is doing for us.

NF: Dana, when did you first become
involved with SingersMarin?

DC: | first became involved with
SingersMarin when | was in High
School. In the school years 94/95 and
96/97, Jan put together a High School
Honors Chorus, sponsored by Choral
Singers of Marin. Two or three singers
were chosen from various schools in the
county and we came together for about
two months and then performed a joint
concert with Wings of Song. | was cho-
sen to be a part of this amazing experi-
ence both years. | met with Jan in the
summer of 1996 to see if there was a
way that an ongoing choir could be
formed. In January of 1997, an all
female high school choir was formed,
with 8-10 singers, called the Marin
Youth Chorus. The name was changed
to les étoiles the next year.

NF: It sounds like you enjoy singing
and had some experience before High
School. Is this true? What other groups
had you been with before this?

DC: | was always interested in singing
growing up. | sang with my church's
children's choir, and then in third grade |
had an inspiring teacher who gave me
my first solo and later my very own song
to perform in our spring show. When |

was in fourth grade, | was cast as Marta
in the Marin Civic Light Opera's pro-
duction of “The Sound of Music”. | also
joined the Marin Girls’ Chorus (now the
Marin Children's Chorus, where | am
also now a teacher). | sang with MGC
for five years. From then on, | was in
numerous choirs, took singing lessons,
did musical theater and | could go on
and on.

NF: What did you do after High School
Graduation? Did you pursue a music
career?

DC: After High School, | went away to
University of California at Davis for two
years, where | sang in the University
Chorus under the direction of Jeoffery
Thomas. For personal reasons, | then
transferred to Dominican University of
California where | earned a BA in
Psychology.

NF: But | thought you were a member
of les étoiles How did this happen?
DC: When | returned to Marin, | con-
tacted Jan and asked if I could sing with
les étoiles, even though | was technical-
ly too old. Because of my youthful
appearance and personality, | did not
look out of place and was welcomed
back to the choir and given the position
of being Abigail's assistant.

NF: What did this entail? Was this
about the time of the tour to Australia,
and did you go?

DC: My work with les étoiles included
taking attendance, measuring the girls
for their costumes, helping to organize
fund raisers for the tour to Australia.
Yes, | was thrilled when | was given the
opportunity to travel to Australia and
New Zealand and compete in the
International Music Festival. That expe-
rience | will treasure, and | have very
fond memories which will be with me
for the rest of my life.

NF: When did you leave les étoiles?
What was your next involvement with
SingersMarin?

DC: | sang with les étoiles for one more
year after the tour and then decided | had
outgrown the group and needed to move
on, but didn't know exactly what my
next step would be. | was thrilled when
Jan asked me to teach and work with
Caroling Kids and Twinkling Stars. |
accepted and have been teaching after
school classes through Mill Valley Parks
and Recreation in conjunction with
SingersMarin for the past two and a half
years, and | absolutely love it. | have
sung with A Joyful Sound! the past two
summers and recently joined Wings of
Song, because although I love teaching,
I missed singing in a choir and now | am
so fortunate to be able to do both.

NF: Is working with children in your
career plans?

DC: | love watching children grow,
improve and develop their own style in
my classes. | hope to continue teaching
while | attend graduate school. | am in
that application process now. My goal is
to one day be a school psychologist and
have a private therapy practice where |
would like to work with women and
children, and incorporate music and
movement into my practice. (I am also
a dancer.) | love working with children.
I have taught preschool and do child
care, but my favorite thing is teaching
children to sing.

NF: Are you going to the Choir
Olympics in Bremen, Germany this
summer?

DC: Yes! | will be going with les
étoiles as a chaperone and then compet-
ing the second week with Wings of Song.
My hope is for the trip to be filled with
success, learning, new friendships and
experiences, fun and of course, lots and
lots of wonderful singing. | have loved
and learned from every experience |
have had with SingersMarin and | can't
wait to make more wonderful memories
and more joyful sounds!!!

NF: Thank you Dana for taking time
out of your busy schedule to do this
interview. Thank you too for all that you
do and contribute to the SingersMarin
family. We wish you all the best in
Germany and look forward to hearing
about the trip when you return.



Savvy Donors Make Gifts of
Appreciated Stock

by Anne Lieberman

Between March 2003 and March 2004, the stock market astonished Bears by rising 40%. If you have some stocks that matured dur-
ing this wonderful rise, or if you would like to manage portfolio risk by paring down your exposure to stock, consider making a gift
of stock to SingersMarin.

Savvy donors make charitable gifts of appreciated property (not just stocks) because it benefits them economically. When you make
a gift of appreciated stock:

» You get a charitable income tax deduction

» You avoid paying taxes on the capital gain

» If you have held the asset for more than twelve months, you may claim a tax deduction for the fair market value (FMV)-rather than
the purchase price-of your securities. (The IRS says that FMV is the average of the high and low for the price of your stock on the
day it is transferred to a charitable organization.)

These benefits apply to shares of mutual funds too.

How It Works. Jason W. owns shares in XYZ Company and wishes to make a donation to SingersMarin. He bought the shares in
2001 for $4,000. Today they are worth $10,000. In Jason's tax bracket, if he sold the stock, he would pay approximately $1,600 in
State and Federal taxes, netting him $8,400 after tax. If he gives the stock to SingersMarin, he receives a charitable deduction for the
full $10,000. That deduction will reduce his taxes by about $3,600. The cost of making the donation is the $8,400 Jason would have
netted from the sale of the stock, less the $3,600 in tax savings from the charitable deduction. It would cost Jason only $4,800 to give
$10,000 to SingersMarin!

Because SingersMarin is a qualified charity, it can sell Jason's shares without paying taxes. The organization receives the full benefit
of the $10,000 contribution.

How to Transfer your Shares

To make it easy for donors, SingersMarin has established an account with Charles Schwab & Co.

» If the securities are in your account at Schwab, call Schwab (866-855-6770) and ask them to journal the shares from your account
to the SingersMarin account.

» If the securities are held at another brokerage/financial institution, call your representative to initiate the transfer.

» If the securities are in your possession, do the following in the presence of a notary or a person who can give you a signature guar-
antee: On the space at the back of the certificate, between the words "appoint™ and "attorney," have all owners write Charles Schwab

& Co., Inc. and sign the certificate exact-

I want to be included as a Eriend of SingersMarin. ly as their names appear on it. Bring it to
(Nonprofit 501(C)(3) Tax ID: 68-0143745) the nearest Schwab branch or mail it--with
Please accept my tax-deductible gift in the amount of: a letter instructing Schwab to deposit the
O $1000 + O $500 O $250 O $100 O $50 shares in the SingersMarin account. Send
0O $25 Os Sponsor a Singer OO $ Other the certificates and letter of instruction by
O 1 enclose my check made payable to Choral Singers of Marin, Inc. registered, certified or overnight mail,
O Charge my credit card. O Visa O MasterCard return receipt requested.
» For mutual fund shares held directly at
Card # L
the mutual fund, ask your fund to initiate
Expiration Date: the transfer.
Signature The SingersMarin Schwab account is
titled: Choral Singers of Marin The
Name(Print) account number is: 1180-9905. Call or

email the SingersMarin office, and they
will assist you with the process: (415)
383-3712 or sing@singersmarin.org.

Address City

State Zip Phone




A Message from Clifford Waldeck
SingersMarin Board President

Dear SingersMarin Family:

This is a very exciting time for both the SingersMarin
organization and for me personally.

The Falkirk event was a great success. Over 120 peo-
ple attended, enjoying the food and singing. Our very
intimate teen Solo Spotlight is coming up on April 25th.
This is a fundraiser benefitting the Choir Olympics. Thank you to Nick and
Sher Honchariw for sharing their home.

On May 15, Wings of Song and les étoiles will have their combined concert at
the Mt. Tamalpais United Methodist Church in Mill Valley. I've been told that
my favorite song will be performed "How can | Keep From Singing." | love
that song...it's like a personal anthem for me.

What makes SingersMarin such a fantastic organization is the newness of
each and every season. This year, our Young Singers of Marin ensembles, les
étoiles, Starlights, and Twinkling Stars, are being hosted by the San Geronimo
Valley Cultural Center on May 22, and the Discovery Museum on May 23.
And, of course, the Choir Olympics in Bremen Germany, where we already
have twenty-one teen singers from les étoiles and 19 adult women from Wings
of Song readying themselves to go for the Gold!

In May, we will also be participating in the Human Race with other Marin
County non-profits, and in June, we will begin our summer family choir A
Joyful Sound! on Tuesday, June 15 with an always memorable concert on
August 22.

I am getting married on May 2nd to a wonderful woman named Karyn. | am
honored to have Jan sing at our wedding. One of our first dates was the
SingersMarin holiday concert in 2002. Last year’ holiday concert, we
brought Karyn's parents along who had a wonderful time. Her mother was
especially touched by a Welsh song that she remembered as a child in Wales.
Thank you SingersMarin for being an important catalyst in the evolution of
my love of Karyn.

sl L )

Jan announcing the Wings of Song presentation of “Today, This Spring” by Libby Larsen, a commissioned
composition written in honor of the lives of two women who succombed to breast cancer. The perforamce
was part of the Marin Breast Cancer Watch “Honor Thy Healer”, Awards Celebration on March 18.

Second Annual
Family Picnic

“Blue sky, sunshine, what a day to take
awalk in the park....” We’re making the
Tony Powers lyrics to Lazy Day our tra-
ditional theme for the Second Annual
SingersMarin Family Picnic, to be held
on Sunday Sept .26 at Paradise Park in
Tiburon. Plan to come for an afternoon
of fun and getting to know one another.
Meet fellow singers, other chorus mem-
bers, parents, our Board of Directors
and staff. Share great food, play games
or just enjoy a relaxing afternoon.
Nancy Fickbohm, marketing committee
chair, and Joan Heidenreich are already
making plans for a great day. Don’t
miss it. Mark your calendars now!

Singing together ... a mom and daughter team

Join families like Alison and Elise
above, who participated in last sum-
mer’s A Joyful Sound! chorus.
Rehearsals begin June 10. Early regis-
tration by May 31 provides a discount.
Bring the whole family. (Singles always
welcomel!)

Contributing Writers:

Nancy Fickbohm
Anne Lieberman
Jan Pedersen Schiff
Clifford Waldeck




Join Us

for Summertime Fun!

Sing . T

U

an array of 0
International [ ‘

and
Songs of Peace Ten week session is held in Tiburon on

Open to Everyone - Bring the whole family!

\
Folk Songs A \%

Tuesday evenings from 7-9 PM, beginning June 15

For more information, call: (415) 383-3712 or visit our website at www.singersmarin.org
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