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Upcoming

Events
 
"Seasons of Love"
Just Voices
Sunday, Feb. 12
5:00 PM
Community Congregational
Church
145 Rock Hill Dr.
Tiburon

 
"Spring's in the
Air"
Wings of Song
Sunday, May 6
7:00 PM
Mt. Tam United Methodist
Church
410 Sycarmore Ave. 
Mill Valley 
 
 
"Sun and Fun"
Youth Choruses
Sunday, May 20
3:00 PM
IDESST (Portuguese Hall)
511 Caledonia St.
Sausalito
 
 

Auditions
 
We are currently building our
team to compete in the
World Choir Games this
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A Concert for You and Your Valentine!

Just Voices, SingersMarin's premier a cappella mixed vocal ensemble
will present "Seasons of Love."  This pre-Valentine's Day concert will
feature a delightfully eclectic mix of a cappella love songs and includes
such composers as Thomas Morley, John Rutter, George Gershwin,
Andrew Lloyd Webber and more.  Something for everyone's musical
tastes.  Join us on Sunday, February 12, 5:00 PM at the Community
Congregational Church in Tiburon. Light refreshments will follow. 
General admission is $20; Students/Seniors,$15. To purchase tickets
please click here.  For more information visit our website
at www.singersmarin.org.

Give Love - Give a Heart! 

Type Title Here



summer in Cincinnati.
Talented young women, ages
12 - 19 are elegible to
become part of this elite teen
singing ensemble, les
etoiles. This is the first year
the competition has been
held in the USA, and it is a
unique opportunity for young
singers to meet other groups
from around the world and to
represent our country in
singing for the gold!  Please
contact our office or visit our
website for more information:
www.singersmarin.org .

eScrip
If you haven't already done
so, please register with
eScrip.
Go to their website at
www.escrip.com . Our ID
number is 3376093.
Participating merchants
include Mollie Stones,
Andronicos, Paradise Foods
and more. For a complete list
of merchants click here.

 

CafePress
Merchandise
Purchase SingersMarin
merchandise from CafePress
by clicking here.
 

Mill Valley Market
When you shop at Mill Valley
Market, be sure to let the
cashier know that you want
to donate to SingersMarin. 
Our ID # is 7051. It is a
simple and easy way to help
contribute to our
organizatiion.

For more information on all of
these upcoming events, Please
visit our website:
www.singersmarin.org

These beautiful fragrant heart
candles from Mill Valley
Candleworks will be sold at the
Just Voices concert ($17), $8 of
which will go toward
scholarships for young singers
who will be traveling to the
World Choir Games this
summer.  You can also just
place an order for one by
emailing us at
singers@singersmarin.org in the
next two weeks before
Valentine's Day.- the perfect
alternative to chocolate! 
However, if you would just like to
make a donation toward these World Choir Games scholarships,
please click here.   For more information about these beautiful
candles, check out  Mill Valley Candleworks

Meet Amanda Morando!

Amanda Morando is our talented youth conductor. She is in her
second year of working with the SingersMarin youth choruses,
Twinkling Stars and Starlights.  A former member of the teen ensemble,
les étoiles, she completed a Bachelor of Music degree in Vocal
Performance from UC Santa Barbara last year. Here are a few
questions and answers from an interview we did with her.

Q:  When did you start singing and when did you discover your love
of music?
A:  I started singing since before I remember! I have always been a
singer. My mom says that when I was really little she would sing a



song, and then not sing the last note, and I would sing it.   I remember
always putting on shows at the house.

Q:  Who in your life has influenced you the most in music?
A:  I think my mom influenced me the most in music, just because she
was always was the one that pushed me to keep singing and
supported me in music. She helped me find School of the Arts in San
Francisco to finish high school in the voice dept. and played the piano
for my auditions for college. My mom has always been the one I have
gone to first about anything music.

Q:  When did you join SingersMarin?
A:  I joined SingersMarin when I moved to Marin as a Sophomore in
high school and there was no choir at Redwood. I had been in school
choirs since I was able to, and I couldn't believe there was no choir. I
was really happy to find SingersMarin to be able to keep singing.

Q:  What made you decide to come back to SingersMarin?
A:  I had always known I wanted to have a job that had to do with
music, and I knew that I liked working with kids. I had always
remembered the Caroling Kids/Twinkling Stars and had in the back of
my mind thought that being their teacher would be fun. So when I
graduated, contacting Jan was my first attempt at finding a job, and it
worked out!

Q:  What plans do you have for the youth program?
A:  My plans for the youth program include making it larger! I like doing
classical choral music but adding in some musical theatre pieces, or
popular songs arranged for choirs, because I think it keeps the kids
engaged more. They are introduced to the classical choral world that I
love, but have other music to get them excited the first day of class.

Q:  It is quite clear that your students are very fond of you. Do you
have a secret to working so well with children?
A:  My secret to working with children is that I aim for fun! It's my main
goal. I do teach them things, but I always want to make sure everyone
laughs and smiles. I want to see the joy of music and of singing in their
faces. Letting them express their opinions and help in decisions, such
as some of our movements, is also something I do. It's an after school
activity, and though I do get strict if I need to, I try to explain to them why
I need them to stop talking as opposed to just telling them no. It is not
an exact science for sure!

Q:  What advice would you give your adoring little fans (your
students) about pursuing their musical dreams?
A:  My advice would be to just always continue singing and following
their dreams. As common as that advice is, it is true. Also, do what
makes you happy! If singing makes you happy, then you should always
find a way to keep it in your life, even if it isn't your career. If you really
want to become a performer, practice, practice, practice! It takes a lot of
work to be really good at anything, and singing is no different. If you
really want it, anything is possible!



Benefits of Singing for Children

The following article was published by Chorus America.  It is an
informative article about the benefits of choral singing, especially
for children.  For the full article, please click here.

Singing in a chorus has a powerfully positive impact on people across
generations, as well as on the communities in which they live, a new
Chorus America study reveals. The 2009 Chorus Impact Study,
released in June, finds that participation in a chorus is also more
widespread—close to 43 million Americans regularly sing in choruses
—and its benefits are even stronger than what was found in Chorus
America’s 2003 study. 
Impact on Children Especially Powerful
The impact of choral singing on children is even more striking. Children
who sing in choruses get significantly better grades than 
their classmates who were never in a choir. Parents of choristers say
that participating in a chorus contributes to other qualities that 
help children learn and develop—such as good  memory, good
practice and homework habits, and high levels of creativity.  

Teachers surveyed were emphatic about the positive role of chorus
participation. Three quarters of teachers surveyed said they can tell 
which students in their classes participate in choirs, just by observing
their behavior. More than half say they have recommended choruses to
students. Ninety-one percent of educators believe choruses add to a
school’s overall sense 
of community.

It’s not just arts teachers who feel this way—the responses from
educators are unanimous across disciplines. “There were more
language teachers in our sample than arts teachers, more
math/science teachers, and more social studies/social science
teachers, too,” the researchers noted. “In nearly every case, there are



no significant differences between the way educators from different
disciplines responded to our queries.”
The study also begins to draw some fine distinctions between the
benefits of choruses and that of other extracurricular activities. 
While singing in a choir is not the only extracurricular activity their
children participate in, parents surveyed said they could very clearly 
date their child’s improvements in a variety of areas to joining a chorus.
“That, and the breadth of benefits described by both parents and
educators, argues for a unique ‘chorus effect,’ one that isn’t simply
replicated by participation in other extracurriculars,” the researchers
noted.
 
For the full article, please click here. 

Registration still open for our youngest
singers

We are still accepting Spring registrations for our entry-level youth
choruses, Twinkling Stars and Starlights. Interested parents
should call our office at  415-383-3712 or email:
singers@singersmarin.org. For more information:  visit our website
at: www.singersmarin.org.  Register today!

             

Join us on Facebook and Twitter!

Telephone: 415.383.3712
Fax: 415.383.7289 
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